12

New words: 5)‘33;“ al-"idara Administration
1 Essential vocabulary
J-;zumf tasjil registration
<> hisab account, invoice
QL&}%M C'%J daf9 madfii9at payment
;.ﬁ‘f,b f\-‘gﬁa dartba dara’ib tax
plodl e
Aok

e

Ales e s

) )

qism ’agsam department 3 s2& Jas
W

=

‘)))Open S116.wav. Read, listen and repeat the Essential vocabulary.

numra numar number

Reference vocabulary

4 5 tarbiya education sl
a5 dakhiliya Home Affairs Ao )l
del, ) zira9a agriculture C\.'e.:
;\cju maliya Finance, BML:M

Financial Affairs

‘u

*)))Open S§117.wav. Read, listen and repeat the Reference vocabulary.

Basic structures, 3: Construct

2 Read and write the two nouns
Q{.:\L/— vigﬂ an office
e \
<))>Open §118.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

J-M-U the manager

ta’min insurance

Jjumruk customs

da’ira dawa’ir directorate
rukhsa rukhas licence
9aqd 9Yuqiid contract
milaff file

al-yowm today

iqtisad economy
kharijiya Foreign Affairs
difa9 defence

siyasa policy, politics
naft oil

Now put these two together as they stand, and you have (Read and write):

e
/.//v( ( wb Jng\ uigﬂ maktab al-mudir the manager’s office

*)) Open 5119.wav. Read, listen and repeat.
Now read and write:
rff_) \ z\frﬂ\ the company
<))>Open §120.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

Now read and write ‘the company office’ or ‘the company’s office’:

,./f_*_) \ ._f-:\‘.:' s J—«ﬂ‘ vﬁgﬂ maktab ash-sharika

‘))))pen §121.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

Now read and write these expressions, which are exactly similar in form:

o\ S
a\‘}d\,:..c
G

J:ng-U < the manager’s house

JUsl Jie (9agd) the workers’ contract

g}:”) J&& my colleague’s work

— \/LI_)\ ) _.J’Q\)\.;.J\ J-?vw" (tasjil) car (‘the cars’) registration
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P et cj;/.\o )Ue.\\ @Jb tariq al-matar the airport road
<))))pen §122.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

Simply by putting two nouns together, with no other words at all, we create an association between
them. The nature of this association is often possession, but not always.

This type of expression is our third basic structure; it is called a construct. The first noun is called
the theme; the second noun is known as the attribute. The theme (%’iﬁ‘ in our first example) states
what we are talking about; the attribute ( J-),J-U) qualifies it. Think of the word-order ‘office of the
manager’ (or the French ‘bureau du directeur’).

We have to observe one simple rule to make a construct, namely: only the attribute can have a
definite ‘marker’, i.e. either the article L) (Lessons 2 and 3) or a possessive ending (Lesson 9). The

theme must remain indefinite in form; it is deemed to be made definite by the attribute.

Construct rule 1: In a construct, only the attribute can have the article or a possessive ending.

Now read and write a couple of constructs with a proper name as attribute:
¥ g £
U A WPV s wi,a (’ahmad) Ahmad’s office
= Less \ Py sLa8)  (igtisad) the economy of Egypt
<))))pen §123.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

These are also correct: the theme is indefinite in form, and the attribute, being a proper name, is

definite by nature.

-
Exercise 1 Read aloud and translate the following nameplates, which are all in the form of a

construct:

@ (b) © -
St o3 (o5 J5) el e

(d) (e) ()

Jinedl) anid 30 s cle ghaall u.s5>

Exercise 2 Put each pair into a construct. Read it aloud and translate it:
(a) > 32& Lg:,-:gﬁ (b) dwln cr_mé (©) (o (b @ oyl cJ&.&

Exercise 3 Which way, right or left, to (a) Traffic Department, (b) Directorate of Taxes,

(c) Car Registration, (d) Issue of Licences? Read each direction aloud:
L1

e @lbw) awd el and
« <ilpall byl gadl Jaal o

The answers to these exercises follow paragraph 9 below.
- J

When the theme of a construct ends in 8... , this is pronounced -at. In handwriting we always write

the dots of & in this use. Read and write ‘ministry’:
9, \// 5)‘)} wizara
‘)))Open §124.wav. Read, listen and repeat.
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Now read and write ‘Ministry of Labour’, and note how the theme is handwritten and pronounced:

<J_,,)\ é \/'/ M‘ 3)‘)’) wizarat al-9amal
‘))))pen §125.wav. Read, listen and repeat.
Now read and write the same construct, but replacing ‘Labour’ with ‘Economy’, ‘Foreign Affairs’
and ‘Agriculture’:

g L";;\)) ;/\/'; slasy) s_)‘_}) wizarat al-iqtisad (Economy)
f‘:‘:?/\‘) \ L\ Lo )l o,) )9 wizarat al-kharijiva (Foreign Affairs)
~s \/)‘ 9, \/') E‘&UJ'-S‘ 5,) )9 wizarat az-zira9a (Agriculture)
‘))))pen §126.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

You will notice from the last two examples that the pronunciation of 5. (if there is one) on the

attribute does not change. It remains -a.

Exercise 4 Write the name of each ministry. Read your answers aloud:
(a) Labour (b) Education (c) Defence (d) Agriculture (e) Industry
Exercise 5 Repeat Exercise 4, with ‘Directorate’ instead of ‘Ministry’.

The answers to these exercises are given after paragraph 9 below.

3 Now read and write the following constructs:
e s~ Sy 2 mudir bank a bank manager
7
'“ - - Dat
ij g,l_‘/r ‘\-{J-Jv ;ﬂjay muwazzaf sharika a company employee
CJ);“: Z/‘i Oj-ib" 5} numrat tilifon a telephone number
‘))))pen §127.wav. Read, listen and repeat.
Do you see the difference? The last noun, i.e. the attribute, is now indefinite, making the whole

construct indefinite in meaning. Compare definite and indefinite constructs with identical original

elements or terms. Read and write:
d)d\ AP d\:\-;\j‘ 2 mudir al-bank the bank manager
cj): o AR Ko 2% mudir bank a bank manager
*))))pen 5128.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

Remember that only the last noun, the attribute, changes; not the first noun, i.e. the theme.

Indefinite constructs are less common than definite ones.

Construct rule 2: A construct is definite or indefinite according to whether its attribute is

definite or indefinite.

N\

Exercise 6 Make indefinite constructs with these pairs of nouns. Read aloud and translate your

answers:
@ 8,159 () () B 5 pde (9 )l B8 () Lis (o

The answers to this exercise follow paragraph 9 below.

J

4 So much for constructs consisting of two nouns. We can also have constructs with more than two

nouns. Read and write:

Jtaawﬂ\ 9 93\ j«'aj‘ &_»&ﬂ maktab ad-dara’ib wa-t-tasjil
M’J\) ) ’,\;\‘Q)\ = )» Tax (‘Taxes’) and Registration Office
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Calll V-w‘ j\ OJ-C numrat "ow ism al-milaff’
M\ )\ 0/‘ the number or name of the file
*)))Open §129.wav. Read, listen and repeat.
We can call this type a compound construct. These examples have respectively one theme and two
attributes (with both of the latter explicitly definite), or two themes and one attribute.

Here is another variant. Read and write:

wgl\ dj-il) OJ.—C numrat tilifon al-maktab

\ CJ)J*J ,/( the office telephone number
*))))pen 5130.wav. Read, hsten and repeat.
We can call this one a string construct. Here we have theme, attribute/theme, attribute. The middle
noun is both the attribute of the preceding theme and the theme of the following attribute. Each
noun except the last attribute is indefinite in form, but made definite by association with what
follows it.

In these two types, as in all constructs, the two construct rules given earlier still apply.

5 Arabic treats the construct as a unit. An adjective is not allowed to interrupt it. Any adjective
must follow the whole construct, even if ambiguity results.

Read and write:

° ,:}_é\ ,,g.f)\ ;/L' su\.g-b‘:-‘ fo;;_s\ 5}‘: numrat ash-sharika l-jadida

the company’s new number or the new company’s number
*)))Open §131.wav. Read, listen and repeat.
You will meet the construct, especially the definite two-noun variety (maktab al-mudir, paragraph

2 above) countless times in notices, signs, newspaper headlines and the like.

6 In Lessons 3 and 11 we learned the important preposition J li 'to’, for'. J can also mean ‘of’ in
English, and it is often used to make expressions which have the same meaning as a construct, but
avoiding the latter's grammatical constraints. With J we can use the article, adjectives etc. just as

we wish. Read and write these constructs, already familiar to you:
A o Sl
y 'J’—J,‘ . SR
‘/v\)Ja \ a )J-L’ g,.:gl\ ) j.zb" 6 £
o/A)‘J/J\ o8& saadklas el g
<))>Open §132.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

Now see them all re-expressed using J , with greater grammatical freedom. Read and write:

AN /:A/L { észU JJJ-L\ al-mudir li-I-bank
,-?“AJ pjz‘“ 4§J-~U OJA-J\ an-numra li-sh-sharika
A/"w C/)"“L‘J\ ”/‘ JAU d}-é-U\ OJ—C numrat at-tilifon li-I-maktab
.,,,/J\,J/ N o N e sayad) 382U 8 ) anenumra li-shesharika Iadida
AJ/}/’ o/_g/h.z. \ 0/—‘0 \ ‘\fjwls RN oﬁ,j\ an-numra l-jadida li-sh-sharika
‘))))pen §133.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

* In this example we have a construct combined with a d expression.

** Using J in these two examples makes it clear what is new: the company or its number.
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7 A dual or a masculine regular plural noun (7/1, 2) as theme of a (definite or indefinite) construct
loses its final O.... Examples:

Dual, indefinite: s g \ 29 mudird sharika two company directors
s o (S g & ma9 mudiray sharika with two company directors
Dual, definite: s j«iJ‘ | g mudira* sh-sharika both the company directors
Ls SR & mad mudiray sharikatna with both our company directors
Lyl ;Q&Ab- & fijami9atay l-madina in the city's two universities
Reg. m. pl., indefinite: d)w jlfj mumaththilii bank bank representatives
é)-‘d, g&f (P min mumaththili bank from bank representatives
Reg. m. pl., definite: d)d\-;j\ jl;f mumaththilu* [-bank the bank representatives
6 )U j.S\ L;:«ﬁu > hasab mufattish* l-wizara according to the Ministry inspectors
* A change occurs in the pronunciation of the theme in these definite constructs: since the long

vowel Lﬁ \ j\\ (a/ii/i) of the truncated theme is now final and stands before two consonants, it is

pronounced short (a/u/i) (Final long vowel rule, 9/5); the stress of the word does not change.

( )
Exercise 7 Read aloud and translate these newspaper report headings:

@ (b) (© ) ©  ®

Lad) s ‘gdwj\u\ﬁ\ 51 jokal ai.u-\yu\\

Which expressions
are constructs?
Definite? Indefinite?

Any compound or

string constructs

(paragraph 4 above)?

What are those
expressions which

are not constructs?

The answers are

Coun dy ol 27 e e | DB

. J

Descriptions, Equations and Constructs
8 We have studied three basic structures. It may be useful to summarise and compare their

commonest forms here, for clarity:

First E Second

term term Example

Descrip- | ou: !udjective:
tion definite | definite r\aﬂ \wﬁ. S the big office

(Lesson 9) | indefinite! indefinite ﬁv-{ k-«:-iﬂ a big office

Equation | Subject: | predicate:
(Lesson 10)| definite | indefinite | + S u_,ﬁl\ The office is big.
theme: ..., attribute:

Construct | indefinite {deﬁnite J-Mi‘ u-ﬁiﬂ the manager’s office
inform | jndefinite| e u-ﬁgﬂ a manager's office
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9 wa-
9 Our three basic structures have one important common characteristic. In an English expression
listing more than two nouns or adjectives with equal functions, we use ‘and’ only once (before the
last noun or adjective); we use a comma to separate the preceding nouns or adjectives. The
corresponding Arabic expression repeats 9 wa- as shown below. Examine:
descriptionz{ 2":5 )'U‘ 3 z‘:‘*j’ j—s‘ 3 :‘:I-é‘ Ll 2]l a-sihdfa I-mahalliya wa-I-wataniya wa-d-duwaliya
(one noun + three adjectives) the local, national and international press
equation: {@J& C)U.Lg LfA Ouj LB‘J*-S‘} A misr wa-1-9iraq wa-lubnan hiya buldan 9arabiya.
(three subjects + one predicate) Egypt, Irag and Lebanon are Arab countries.
compound{&,ﬁjd\j 3)\-‘2;?5‘) JAJ-SU Z\-:SLU CJ‘)U) wizarat al-maliya wa-1-9amal wa-t-tijara wa-t-tarbiya
construct: (one theme + four attributes) the Ministries of Finance, Labour, Trade and Education

Answers to Exercises

1 (a) gism al-hisabat Accounts/Invoices Department

(b) madkhal al-wizara Ministry Entrance (c) mudir al-maktab Office Manager

(d) gism at-tasjil Registration Department (e) istigbal az-zuwwar Visitors’ Reception

(f) maktab al-madfii9at Payments Office

2(a) 2 j—w\ &_Jgﬂ maktab al-9uqiid Contracts Office

(b) lm-l-'\-@-“;v-w; qism al-handasa Engineering Department

(0) (o gyU ta’min bayti my house insurance

(d) ;)Ujj\ J&fd shughl al-wizara the ministry’s work

3(a) )jj&\ (w»«-.é qism al-muriir, right (b) &Tﬁ‘f’a\ 5;‘3 da’irat ad-dara’ib, left

(c) ) )L;w-“ J:’ng tasjil as-sayyarat, left (d) 2> J-S‘ )‘Ml isdar ar-rukhas, right
4(a) J.ud\ SJUJ wizarat al-9amal

(b) ml&ﬂ\\aﬁ)ﬂ\ SJUJ wizarat at-tarbiya/at-ta9lim  (c) CGJ-“ SJUJ wizarat ad-difa9
(d) Z\-‘;UJ'-S‘ o) ) 9 wizarat az-zira%a (e) sl 8, ) 9 wizarat as-sina9a

5 (a) JA—*—S\ 3;‘3 da’irat al-9amal (b) V—:,l&ﬂ\\lgjﬂ‘ 5;‘—3 dad’irat at-tarbiya/at-ta9lim
© &BJJ\ 8 51> dairat ad-difa9 (d) &), ) 8 }\s davirat az-zira9a

(e) B&M‘ 5;‘3 da’irat as-sina9a

6(a) 0,139 _ms ra’is wizara head of a ministry

(b) 3§J~"0 A= mudir sharika a company manager

(O] SJL;:'W SJ_,C' numrat sayyara a car number

(d) s J-;xmf tasjil 9aqd registration of a contract

7 (a) 'idrab al-9ummal fi sharikat an-naft Workers’ Strike in (‘the’) Oil Company, two definite
constructs connected with fi.

(b) sivasat hukiamat al-kuwayt Kuwait Government Policy, definite string construct.

(c) huwa [-mas il He is the one responsible, not a construct but an equation with a definite
predicate.

(d) al-mashakil al-jadida li-l-mudara’ (‘'The’) Managers’ New Problems, not a construct but a
definite description, and an expression with J .

(e) zuwwar al-yowm Today’s Visitors, definite construct.

(f) si9 wa ta’min al-buyiit Price and Insurance of (‘the’) Houses, definite compound construct.

Tests
1 Make as many meaningful constructs as possible, with your theme from list (a) to (e) below, and

your attribute from list (f) to (k). Read each construct aloud and translate it. Is it definite or
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indefinite?

themes: (2) 8,058 () pdo ()« (@) 513 () O shb g

attributes: (£) 35 20 () 3, ) S k) ) A, ) e

2 Fill in the missing letter. Read your answer aloud:

@ e ), 8 (9 Jaid (@) Dls] (@ J g

3 Recast these constructs as expressions with J Read your answer aloud and translate it:

(a) Lok V.MJ\ uub (b) L;rp_k\ &MJ )l (0 1Y (,.M.QJ\ Sl
J jo.;-\ (e) uu‘b s J.M:

4 Make these expressmns plural Read out and translate your answer:

@ 358 dSie ) T Joos © Hsry pe @ g Jols

© S r2r yle

Summing up (important, please read)
You are now equipped with a total vocabulary of more than 400 words, and three very important
structures. You have the knowledge to copy an unknown word or phrase accurately and look it up
in a dictionary (see Lesson 6/5). Don’t be shy about your pronunciation; bear in mind the
instructions and audio examples given in this book (the Vocabulary list in Chapter 17 will show
you where to find the word you want). Listen also to what you hear around you, and try to imitate
it. Speak up. You learn by doing.
Before opening the demonstration Writing Arabic.pps to follow again the eighteen animated
examples of handwriting, please note that when the thick red arrow appears on the screen, you
should click or press the right arrow key once only to summon the next frame. The first few
frames will remind you.
Open Writing Arabic.pps now, and follow the handwriting.
Are you still writing correctly, or has something slipped as you progressed to this point? Revision
is always a useful (and sometimes sobering) discipline, in any form of study.

We now move on to the numbers, the time and the date in Lesson 13.
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